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local producers to address the industry’s most pressing issues and allow Hawaii's 

agriculturalists to grow and expand in support of our state’s many sustainability goals. 

 

After further consideration, we believe that this program can be implemented 

without additional staff.  Additional positions will not be needed to carry out this 

program.  

 

The Department fully supports the bill and will work to establish the Hawaii 

agricultural investment program within its jurisdiction. 

 

Thank you for your consideration and opportunity to testify on this measure. 
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HB 690 HD1 SD1 – RELATING TO AGRICULTURE –  

IN SUPPORT 
 

 
Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran and Members of 
the Committee: 
 
The Local Food Coalition SUPPORTS HB 690 HD1 SD1, which 
establishes the Hawaii Agricultural Investment program to support 
local agricultural producers; requires annual reports; and 
appropriates funds. 

 
The program will provide matching grants that will support 
agricultural development by addressing the industry’s top issues as 
identified by local farmers and ranchers. The bill also establishes 
standards that include a matching requirement from federal, 
private, or other sources.  
 
The pandemic highlighted the need to increase Hawaii’s food self-
sufficiency and reduce our reliance on imports. Now is the time to 
reinvest in our local agricultural industry. This program will support 
a wide range of agricultural activities that will help the state reach 
its goal of doubling local food production.  
 
The Local Food Coalition is an organization comprised of farmers, 
ranchers, livestock producers, investors and other organizations 
working to provide Hawaii’s food supply. 
 
We respectfully request your support of HB 690 HD1 SD1. Thank 
you for the opportunity to submit testimony.  
 
Kendall Matsuyoshi 
808-544-8345 
kmatsuyoshi@wik.com 
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The Hawai !i Alliance for Progressive Action (HAPA) is a public non -profit organization under Section 501(c)(3) 
of the Internal Revenue Code. HAPAÕs mission is to catalyze community empowerment and systemic change 
towards valuing !aina (environment) and peo ple ahead of corporate profit. !
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Only 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 
I support this bill. 
Mahalo nui, 
Cards Pintor 
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